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The new agreement negotiated between the Pharmacy Guild and the Federal Government has failed to improve
pharmacy services or further the role of the pharmacist within the health care system, the union for employee
pharmacists has declared.

Under measures proposed in the Fifth Community Pharmacy Agreement, details of which were recently released by the
Guild, a new Prescription Commitment would compel pharmacies to issue every patient filling a prescription with a leaflet
tailored to the patient and the drug dispensed.

The Quality Care Pharmacy Program will also become more
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"Pharmacists could play a key role in preventative health,

handle immunisations and monitoring chronic conditions. We've spent a lot of time learning these skills and want to play
our part improving the delivery of health services to Australian patients.

"But the Pharmacy Guild is stuck in an old-fashioned view of the role of pharmacists as limited to drug supply and is
blocking essential health reform."

Mr March said pharmacists were being excluded from more efficient and effective forms of health care services, such as
collaborations with other health professionals through co-location.
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1. at03:57 PM on 8 February 2010, adele wrote:
Well, in the past few years, | have heard a lot of commitments that the Pharmacy Guild had put into place. But
none of these promises have been fulfilled. The role of pharmacists will never be expanded if the Pharmacy Guild
continues to be like this. Mr March has pointed out a good point about the Pharmacy Guild - they are stuck with
an old-fashioned role of pharmacy. As an employee, | will never see the expanded role of our profession because
the Pharmacy Guild is not trying to expand the role of the profession. | am not a strong supporter of the Pharmacy
Guild. They have disappointed many of the pharmacists, and this will continue to happen in the future. Word of
advice to the Pharmacy Guild: do not continue to manipulate others with things that you can not achieve.
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